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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, July 17, 2013 

8:00 PM 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, Wednesday, July 17, 2013 at the 
Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman MacDonald.  He welcomed 
new Board member, Kenneth Brettshneider to the Board, whose appointment has 
filled the vacancy on the Board. 
 
Members Present:  Chairman James MacDonald 
    Kenneth Brettschneider     

Andrea Eisenberg 
Bruce Hartleben 
Patty Kiernan 

 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  None 
 
Staff Absent:  Robert Melillo 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
1. Antonina Demaio     Case #ARB12-12 
 16 Easy Hyatt Avenue    Alterations to two- 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549    family residence 
 
Chairman MacDonald called returning case 16 Easy Hyatt Avenue.  Nina Demaio, 
property owner, Nicholas Faustini, architect, appeared before the Board. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the Board had looked at this property in July of 2012.  The 
Board had approved the case based on information before them at the time.  
Subsequently the applicant has been before the Planning Board and Zoning Board 
and as a result of that, Ms. Demaio is returning with modifications to the design.  He 
asked the applicants to walk the Board through the changes. 
 
Mr. Faustini said they have been before the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) for 
potential variances.  They have also met with the Planning Board and the Planning 
Board made a couple of recommendations, one of which was to relocate one of the 
entrances to one of the units.  He showed the Board members the site plan for this 
project.  Mr. Faustini pointed out the original two entrances on the side of the house, 
one for each unit.   He said they have eliminated two entrances so they could fit 
parking in accordance with the Planning Board and ZBA requests.  They are now 
centering the entrance for rear unit on the side of the building and relocating the 
entrance to the front unit to the front yard of the building.  Both entrances would be 
wood construction with columns on either side with a roof above.  There is a gabled 
roof over the side entrance and a hip roof over the front entrance.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked about the roof shingles.  Mr. Faustini said they would be 
using asphalt shingles to match the existing shingles.  Chairman MacDonald asked if 
the residence is now built and the windows are installed and the entrances are now 
in question?  Mr. Faustini said they had to relocate the entrances to meet the parking 
requirement.  Chairman MacDonald asked what was the reason for the hip roof on 
the front entrance?  Mr. Faustini said there is a window above the entrance and it 
would be a little bit tight and he said the gentler slope that would match the existing 
slope of the building.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the steps would be made out of 
wood as well.  Mr. Faustini said that was correct. 
 
Patty Kiernan pointed out that there are shutters on the side of the building but none 
depicted on the front of the building.  Mr. Faustini said they would be having shutters 
on the front elevation as well.  Chairman MacDonald clarified that all three windows 
on the front elevation would have shutters. 
 
Kenneth Brettschneider asked about the lighting they are proposing on the building 
and for the parking area.   Mr. Faustini said they would have lighting with deflectors 
under the canopy.  Chairman MacDonald said he would like to come back and discuss 
the lighting after finishing with the architectural elements. 
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Chairman MacDonald said it appears that the doors are matching and asked if they 
are creating a fixed sidelight with them.  Mr. Faustini said that was correct.  
Chairman MacDonald said that would bring in additional daylight.  He said there is a 
railing on the front entrance because of the height difference but there is not one on 
the side entrance because it is not required by code.  Mr. Faustini said they are over 
30 inches in the front, and below 30 inches on the side.  Chairman MacDonald asked 
how close is the parking going to be to the residence.  Mr. Faustini said the parallel 
parking is immediately adjacent to the building.  He said there is a planter in front of 
the side entrance at grade.  Chairman MacDonald asked if there was any way to pull 
the parking away.  Mr. Faustini said they have a bit of conflict with the parking and 
they are trying to bring the development coverage down.  
 
Chairman MacDonald pointed out that on one of the plans there is a railing coming 
up for the side entrance but on the elevation is does not seem to be there.  Mr. 
Faustini said the railing is not required by code but it could be added as an 
architectural element.  Chairman MacDonald said it would look better with the 
railing.  It would add something with the parking so close.  Bruce Hartleben 
suggested adding the railing from the building to the column and then skip the 
railing coming down the steps to match the front entrance.  Chairman MacDonald 
said he was fine with that suggestion.  The rest of the Board agreed.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said coming back to lighting, there is an opportunity to put 
recessed lighting under each canopy.  Ms. Demaio said currently there are lights on 
the wall of the building but they have to be moved anyway.  Ken Brettschneider 
pointed out that recessed lighting would eliminate the side glare of wall fixtures.  
Bruce Hartleben asked about the new oval window next to the side entrance.  Mr. 
Faustini explained that was the former front door to that unit and this was an 
opportunity to add a little architectural interest. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said he had three items noted: shutters on the front elevation, 
recessed lighting under the entrance canopies and the railing on the upper part of 
the side entrance.  
 
MOTION: 
Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve the plans presented with the 
exception of the addition of shutters on the front elevation, recessed 
lighting under each of the canopies, and adding a railing from the building 
to the column on both sides of the side entrance.  Bruce Hartleben seconded 
the motion.  All ayes. 
 
2. NY Stone & Mason     Case #ARB13-20 
 105 Kisco Avenue     Signage/Alterations 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called NY Stone & Mason.  Mr. Phillip Ceradini, architect, 
appeared before the Board.  Chairman MacDonald said the Board had previously 
approved the façade design but had some questions about the signage.   
 
Mr. Ceradini said the first thing is they would like to delete the wall as a solid mass 
from the gate over to the building.  Chairman MacDonald asked if that was an all 
stone wall.  Mr. Ceradini said that was correct.  However, they are proposing to 
install a low stone wall, about 1’4” high and top it with an open rail fence with a 
stone pier at the corner.  He said that would give them the opportunity at that corner 
to put some grills on the inside, people walking by could see what’s going in that 
corner of the yard.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if there was going to be greenery on 
that side of the building.  Mr. Ceradini said the greenery was planned for the other 
side of the building.   
 
Mr. Ceradini said they also talked about shifting the sign from where they originally 
proposed it on the front of the building and deleting the New York State from behind 
the sign.  They took a look at that and proposed to mount the sign above the front 
awning and the keystone in the Corporate logo works well with the break in the soffit 
over the main entrance.  Chairman MacDonald showed the original sign proposal to 
the Board members as a reminder.  Andrea Eisenberg said the sign looks much 
better.  Chairman MacDonald asked what is the sign made out of.  Mr. Ceradini said 
he is having a sign fabricator research this.  He said they are in a quandary of having 
the sign made of MDO and front light it or to have and internally illuminated sign 
box.  Chairman MacDonald said lighting from the front of the building might be 
difficult.  Ken Brettschneider said that uplighting for the signage would create 
shadows.  He said there are things that could be done with lighting on the building to 
throw light up on the building, possibly using the boulders as an architectural feature 
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to draw some attention to the building.  They could also add lighting with the 
canopy.  Chairman MacDonald said the Board would make a recommendation on 
some of these options.  He said with regard to the sign, he could see the Board 
approving an internally illuminated sign but if they choose to do something else, they 
would have to come back.   
 
Patty Kiernan asked if they were putting the number or New York above the sign.  
Mr. Ceradini said the street sign would have 105.  He said above the door would say 
New York in the keystone area. 
 
Chairman MacDonald summarized the two items before the Board plus the third item 
of building lighting.  The first item is the fence, which he doesn’t see any issues with.  
The second item is the sign itself.  The revised location is fine and the sign being 
internally illuminated seems easy and straightforward. Mr. Ceradini said he would 
push for internally illuminated signage.  Chairman MacDonald said the third 
component would be a recommendation would be façade lighting.  Ken Brettshneider 
suggested that they could consider some uplighting with the boulders to accent the 
building.  He said there is a lot of LED uplighting available that is not expensive.  Mr. 
Ceradini said everyone is on board to change the glass to clear glass at the entrance 
to improve visibility into the store.  He said business is starting to rev up where 
people are realizing the hardware store is back.  They have a really good team. 
 
Patty Kiernan asked about the side entrance sign.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the 
side sign was an additional sign. Patty Kiernan asked if the entrance was for 
customers.  Mr. Ceradini said there are a paint department entrance and an 
administrative entrance to the store.  Ken Brettschneider asked if the side parking lot 
was for customers.  Mr. Ceradini said all the employees are parking in the rear so 
this lot would be for customers.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the side entrance 
would be a public entrance or service entrance.  Mr. Ceradini said initially it would be 
more of a service entrance for contractors to pick up paint but customers would be 
able to enter through that door as well.  Chairman MacDonald said the sign appears 
a bit off centered on the graphic. 
 
Chairman MacDonald summarized the four items discussed with the Board.  The first 
is the modification of the fence, the second is the internally illuminated sign above 
the entrance, the third is a recommendation for additional building featured lighting 
or uplighting, and the fourth is the internally illuminated sign on the south elevation. 
 
MOTION: 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the submission including the 
revision to the fence, the internally illuminated sign above the entrance 
door, the recommendation that uplighting is provided to the building’s 
featured elements, and the addition on an internally illuminated sign on the 
south entrance centered over the two fenestrations.  Andrea Eisenberg 
seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
 
New Cases: 
 
Chairman MacDonald said there would not be anyone presenting the first new case 
this evening so the Board would hear that case last.   
 
2. Mike O’Boyle     Case #ARB13-22 
 226 Main Street     Sign Package 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
    
Chairman MacDonald called 226 Main Street, Mr. Mike O’Boyle.  Chairman 
MacDonald explained that Case # 2 and #3 are the same property.  The first case is 
for a Comprehensive Sign Package and the second one is for one of the tenants, 
Nationwide Insurance.  Mr. Bryan Sabatos, Action Signs, appeared before the Board. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said prior to the meeting he was a little concerned about the 
level of detail that the Board was provided on these applications.  In order to have a 
productive meeting, he requested the applicant to provide more detail.  Mr. Sabatos 
brought additional visuals for each case and shared them with the Board member. 
Chairman MacDonald asked Mr. Sabatos to take the Board through the application. 
 
Mr. Sabatos said they are presenting a Comprehensive Signage Program for 226 
Main Street.  The signs will be mounted above the storefronts between the white 
fascia trim and the bottom of the windowsills on the gray stucco area.  He said there 
are 30” of wall space available to mount the signs.  He they are proposing 12” 
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channel letters, black letters with white faces, mounted on a blue raceway.  The 
power pack will be located in the raceway.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the color in the 
picture was the actual color of the building.  Mr. Sabato said this is the color of the 
building, however, the property owner is planning on repainting the building in a 
neutral color as well as the shutters.  Andrea Eisenberg said she is concerned about 
the length of the Tenant B sign being wide enough.  Mr. Sabato said based on the 
storefront size, the Tenant B sign will be wider.  It is difficult to specifically show the 
signage without an identified tenant.   
 
Mr. Sabato said he wanted to jump ahead and show the Nationwide sign.  Ms. Yeysie 
Ramos, owner of Nationwide, joined the conversation with the Board.  Andrea 
Eisenberg asked if signage would appear in the windows as well.  Ms. Ramos said 
there would be the proposed vinyl lettering in the windows.  Andrea Eisenberg 
indicated that she thought the lettering looked good flush to the top of the windows. 
Chairman MacDonald questioned a discrepancy in the paper work. He said the 30” 
space was from the window to the bottom of the white trim.  Mr. Sabato confirmed it 
should read 2’6”. 
 
Patty Kiernan asked if the Nationwide sign should be over the door as opposed to 
over the window.  Chairman MacDonald said he had asked for clarification with the 
Village Attorney with signs being required over the door.  The Code states that the 
primary sign must be located at the entrance, which provides some latitude based on 
architecture.  He reminded the Board about the Tommie Copper signage being 
placed on the wall next to the storefront.  Patty Kiernan said for her it feels that 
when Tenant B gets a sign it will be centered over their door and the Tenant A sign 
should be over the door as well.  Mr. Sabato said he mounted the sign in several 
locations when preparing this submission and the sign centered above the window 
under the window above looked the best.  He added that the door to the store is 
recessed as well.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said as far as feeding the sign, the Board does not want to see 
surface mounted conduit.  He asked if they are planning to come through the wall to 
provide the electric for the sign.  Mr. Sabato said they do plan to go through the 
wall.  Chairman MacDonald said he is concerned about the existing conduit above the 
windows and suggested as this new sign is installed that get dealt with.  
 
Chairman MacDonald said getting back to the Comprehensive Signage Package, they 
would be channel letters with the details indicated   He asked if the raceway could 
get any smaller.  Mr. Sabato said the raceway would depend on the size of the letter 
and if there is a logo.  Chairman MacDonald said he’s concerned with the depth of 
the letters coming off the building.  Mr. Sabato said the letters would be three inches 
and the raceway would be three inches so there would be a total projection of six 
inches coming off the building.  He pointed this out on the graphics he provided.  
Patty Kiernan asked about the font.  Mr. Sabato said he listed Helvetica font as the 
font.   
 
Patty Kiernan asked if the Board had any authority with an approval to require 
painting of the building because she just wants to make sure that gets done.  
Chairman MacDonald said Mr. Sabato has mentioned that the property owner is 
planning on repainting the building, and although the Board doesn’t have jurisdiction 
over painting, certainly the tenant has some power with the landlord and the Board 
invites Ms. Ramos to be an advocate for painting.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked for a motion on the 228 Main Street Comprehensive 
Signage Package. 
 
MOTION:  
Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve the Comprehensive Sign Package 
as presented.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
3. Yeysi Ramos – Nationwide Insurance  Case #ARB13-23 
 228 Main Street     Signage/Logo 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the Board had any additional comments regarding the 
Nationwide Insurance sign.  
 
MOTION: 
Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the Nationwide Insurance sign 
proposal for 228 Main Street as presented.  Ken Brettschneider seconded 
the motion.  All ayes. 



 5 ARB Meeting 7/17/13 
 

 
   
 
4. Kate Moran      Case #ARB13-21 
 43 East Way      Alterations to 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549    single-family residence 
 
Chairman MacDonald called 43 East Way.  Kate Moran and Steve Busby, 
homeowners and Ed Elliott, architect appeared before the Board.   
 
Mr. Elliot said they would have a color change from their submission because the 
manufacturer no longer makes one of the siding choices in the color they prefer.  
Chairman MacDonald asked the applicants to walk the Board through the plans. 
 
Mr. Elliot explained that they are proposing to replace windows, new siding, new 
roof, and new doors.  He showed the Board the 9 pattern windows on the front of the 
residence would be replaced with 3 double hung windows.  The garage door is being 
replaced with a window with shutters on either side.  The horizontal strip windows on 
the corner of the bedroom will be replaced with a two double-hung windows.   On the 
south side elevation, the upper floor double-hung window will be replaced with a new 
double-hung egress window, and on the first floor two double-hung windows will be 
replaced with one window.  On the north side elevation, the upper floor existing 
double windows with be replaced with a new double-hung egress window and the 
horizontal windows on the first floor will be removed from the bedroom and a new 
double-hung window will be added towards the rear of that elevation.  The trim 
around the windows will be wider, all white vinyl.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked about the height of the window replacing the garage 
door, as it is smaller than the other windows on the front elevation.  Mr. Elliot said 
the bottom of the window has to be higher to place a desk underneath. 
Chairman MacDonald asked Mr. Elliot to go through the proposed colors for the 
house.  Mr. Elliot said the roof would be Fox Hollow Gray shingles, the siding would 
be Harvard Slate, the trim and corner posts would be white and the shutters on the 
garage window would be black, as well as the front door. 
 
Patty Kiernan pointed out that the two posts for the overhang alongside the garage 
are different.  One is decorative and one is not.  Kate Moran explained that one of 
the posts has a downspout attached to it and in fact, both of the posts are 
decorative.  They are planning to move the downspout off of the post.  Chairman 
MacDonald asked where they would move the downspout.  Mr. Elliot said it could 
come down by the side of the window.  Chairman MacDonald said that moving the 
living room window would make room for a downspout. 
 
Andrea Eisenberg asked about shutters on the far right windows on the front façade?  
Ms. Moran said she was concerned with the balance since the bedroom and living 
room windows are the same dimensions and the garage window is smaller.  Mr. 
Brettschneider asked about lighting and if they are plans to keep the driveway or 
park elsewhere.  Ms. Moran said they eventually would like to move the driveway.  
She said there is a lamppost at the end of the driveway and lighting under the 
overhang. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said what jumps out at him is the proportion of the smaller 
window on the front elevation and the driveway coming right up to it.  Ms. Moran 
said they intend to plant grasses and hydrangeas and a low evergreen under that 
window.  Chairman MacDonald said that would automatically provide a more vertical 
look for that window.  Chairman MacDonald said the colors had been documented 
and asked for a motion. 
 
MOTION: 
Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the plan as presented with a 
request to include greenery between the driveway and the front of the 
house and recessed lighting under the canopy.  Patty Kiernan seconded the 
motion.  All ayes. 
 
1. C&M Sign Company/Curtis Instruments  Case #ARB13-20 
 200 Kisco Avenue       Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald said that the Curtis Instrument applicant could not be here and 
after asking a couple of questions, he agreed to hear the application.  The applicant 
provided additional information about the size and location of the sign.  The sign 
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being proposed is for a building they are naming.  He said the sign is larger than he 
expected and is located further down the driveway.  The rendering showing the sign 
further up the driveway more accurately represents the proposal.   
 
Andrea Eisenberg said she feels this detracts from the site signage.   She is also 
concerned that the text is not weighted correctly being left justified and she didn’t 
care for the period after the middle initial.  Bruce Hartleben pointed out that it would 
have to match the legal name.  Chairman MacDonald said he is fine that the sign is 
further up the driveway.  Ken Brettschneider asked if the sign is illuminated. The 
application indicates that it is not illumination. 
 
MOTION: 
Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve the sign as present but would like 
to know if there must be a period after the initial P.  Andrea Eisenberg 
seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
Minutes: 
 
May 15, 2013: 
 
Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve the minutes of May 15, 2013.  Andrea 
Eisenberg seconded the motion.  Chairman MacDonald, Andrea Eisenberg and Patty 
Kiernan voted aye.  Bruce Hartleben and Kenneth Brettschneider abstained. 
 
June 19, 2013: 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to approve the minutes of June 19, 2013.   
Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  Chairman MacDonald, Andrea Eisenberg and 
Patty Kiernan voted aye.  Bruce Hartleben and Kenneth Brettschneider abstained. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
/pat 


